
bly re-enter the Paris ac-

cord, but there are no guar-

antees. 

The U.S. joins two other 

countries in rejecting the 

climate accord: Syria and 

Nicaragua.  

Click Here for More Info. 

Tesla CEO Elon Musk announced 

he will leave White House advi-

sory councils now that President 

Donald Trump has withdrawn the 

U.S. from the Paris climate accord. 

“Climate change is real,” Musk 

said in a Twitter post earlier today. 

“Leaving Paris is not good for 

America or the world.”  

In December 2015, 195 countries 

agreed on a broad range of goals to 

combat climate change. The ac-

cord called for limiting global 

average temperature increases to 

no more than 2 degrees Celsius 

above pre-industrial levels, and it 

also asked for governments to 

come together every five years to 

set new climate targets. Notably, 

developed countries are asked to 

contribute $100 billion a year to 

support green energy initiatives for 

developing nations. 

Yesterday, Musk said he worked 

hard to convince Trump to stick 

with the accord. By building Tesla 

and SolarCity, Musk has made 

green energy a major part of his 

career, and has even came up with 

a way to transition the world from 

fossil fuels to sustainable energy. 

But Trump’s decision doesn’t 

come as a surprise, since he had 

promised during his campaign to 

withdraw from the Paris agree-

ment. The president said the U.S. 

will go through negotiations to get 

Americans a better deal and possi-

Elon Musk Exits Trump Advisory Councils Amid Climate Accord 
Withdrawal 

India to Play Key Role in FCA’s Global Jeep Growth Plan 

Fiat Chrysler Automobiles (FCA 

Group) is the world’s seventh larg-

est carmaker. But FCA’s market 

share in China as well as in India 

is not even 1 percent of the passen-

ger car segment in these two key 

markets. However, the FCA 

Group’s overall sales (including all 

mass-market and luxury brands) in 

the APAC region, which it primar-

ily splits into China, Japan, Austra-

lia, India and South Korea as five 

major markets, registered a YoY 

growth of close to 10 percent in 

2016.  

In 2014, the year of its famous 

cross-border merger, the top man-

agement at FCA had drawn up a 

2014-2018 business plan, which 

had outlined the conglomerate’s 

intent of strengthening its portfolio 

of brands including the globalisa-

tion of Jeep and Alfa Romeo.   
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The five-year business plan 

defined a clear direction for 

FCA for growth in volumes, 

continued platform conver-

gence, focus on cost effi-

ciencies, enhancing margins, 

strengthening capital struc-

ture among other critical 

areas.  

Click Here for More Info. 

http://www.motortrend.com/news/elon-musk-exits-trump-advisory-councils-amid-climate-accord-withdrawal/
http://www.autocarpro.in/features/pm-modi-inaugurates-dhola-sadiya-bridge-assam-24798


ing, the patent describes various 

tools that can be easily attached 

and removed from the existing 

robot fleet. 

The new technology would fur-

ther automate Amazon's already 

highly robotized fulfillment 

centers in which human jobs are 

becoming rarer. 

Amazon.com Inc. has patented 

technology to allow robots that 

transport inventory around its 

warehouse floors to take on 

more tasks, such as taking inven-

tory, mopping, sweeping and 

waxing floors. 

Instead of designing robots dedi-

cated to specific tasks like clean-

"The system may just as easily 

be used for robots used on as-

sembly lines, for delivery, and in 

many other environments," the 

filing states.  

Click Here for More Info. 

Honda Developing Autonomous Tech to Let You Sleep While Your Car 
Drives 

Amazon patents warehouse robot technology to replace janitors 

Porsche Patents All-New Rear Diffuser Technology 

active flap that could deploy di-

rectly below the rear bumper to 

improve aerodynamics. 

Rumor has it that Porsche may in 

fact be utilizing this tech for future 

EVs as well. That is why many 

industry insiders consider the de-

velopment important in terms of 

recent automotive-related patents. 

Some experts theorized it took 

time for the patent to be filed 

since there have already been pre

-existing active diffuser. For 

instance, the LaFerrari is 

equipped with one in order to 

adjust aero. What makes Por-

sche’s system unique is that the 

new flap isn’t integrated into the 

underbody and diffuser area of 

the car. 

Click Here for More Info. 

Porsche is exploring creating a 

new retractable rear diffuser for 

its sports cars. There have been 

rumblings about this develop-

ment for a while now. It was 

even as far back as September 

27, 2016 where Porsche actually 

sent in the file for the patent. It 

was only made official and pub-

lished now. 

To put things simply, it is an 
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 “The embodiment that 

runs over the entire width 

of the rear end may be 

implemented, for 

example, in vehicles 

without exhaust-gas 

tailpipes, such as electric 

vehicles,” the filing 

reads.  

Honda's self-driving car technology will allow 

passengers to sleep while on the move by 2025, 

CEO Takahiro Hachigo has revealed. 

“We are looking to the realisation of a society 

where people do not get involved in accidents,” 

said Hachigo. “Additionally, we want to create 

products that enable people to enjoy the freedom 

of mobility and create cabin space that makes 

mobility fun. The goal is to be a world leader in 

collision-free and carbon-free technology.”  

Hachigo outlined plans for Honda’s production 

cars to include semi-autonomous features by 2020, 

in line with plans outlined by much of the car  

industry, including many of Honda’s rivals. Initia-

tives include the use of high-precision maps and 

traffic data, telecommunications units and fully 

integrated camera-and-radar, as well as camera-

and-lidar, sensors. 

Typical scenarios where the systems would work 

include merging onto a motorway, plus motorway

-based lane keeping steering adjustments, auto-

mated overtaking and automated lane changing. 

By 2023, systems that operate in city environ-

ments would make production.  

Click Here for More Info. 

http://www.autocarpro.in/news-international/honda-developing-autonomous-tech-sleep-car-drives-24946
https://www.endurancewarranty.com/learning-center/shoptalk/tech/porsche-patents-rear-diffuser-tech/
http://www.bizjournals.com/seattle/news/2017/05/25/amazon-patents-warehouse-robot-technology-to.html


NASA’s new conceptual Mars 

Rover stands ready to greet visi-

tors at the Kennedy Space Cen-

ter looking like a mashup of the 

Lockheed SR-71 Blackbird and 

the Dark Knight’s Tumbler Bat-

mobile. It’s a far cry from the 

manned lunar rover that explored 

the moon in the early 1970s. 

An electric motor powers the 

rover and draws its juice from a 

700-volt battery and solar pan-

els. Up front the rover is GPS 

equipped and separates from the 

rear for agile scouting. The rear 

segment of the vehicle is a re-

search station for fieldwork. 

NASA says the rover won’t go 

into service in the way it appears 

at the Space Center. However, 

like concept cars designed for 

earth, some of the features pre-

sented here will make it into the 

final version that eventually 

lands on Mars. 

The Kennedy Space Center Visi-

tor Complex is exhibiting the 

“Summer of Mars,” an overview 

of NASA’s Mars research pro-

gram. NASA plans to land its 

next rover on the Red Planet in 

2020 to look for evidence of 

microbial life and core samples 

for potential recovery. 

Click Here for More Info. 

Basically, says the report, the 

Cayenne has two driving modes, 

“and one of them is optimized 

for the certification test.” In that 

mode, the car favors higher 

gears, and it optimizes engine 

output for fuel consumption and 

reduced exhaust. However, says 

Der Spiegel, “in 99% of all 

Der Spiegel was put on the trail 

of the new and improved Diesel-

gate 2.0 software by a whistle-

blower with intimate knowledge. 

He characterized the new code 

as “working inconspicuously and 

much smarter than the crude 

software that started the scandal 

in the U.S.A. back in 2015.” 

situations” the Cayenne picks a 

more aggressive, and definitely 

dirtier program. In that mode, 

the Cayenne emitted 68% more 

NOx than allowed, Germany’s 

TüV Nord measured. 

Click Here for More Info. 

Mars Rover Concept Debuts at Kennedy Space Center for New 
Exhibit 

Porsche And Audi Accused Of Using Sophisticated Defeat Devices 

From Detroit, Transportation Secretary Delivers Message to Silicon 
Valley 

tors whom Musk has come to 

represent. Speaking in Detroit 

this week, she said that Silicon 

Valley needs to do a better job 

explaining all its newfangled 

technology to the masses. 

“The pace of technology is com-

ing so rapidly that consumers 

can’t take it all in, and they can’t 

absorb it all,” she said during an 

appearance at a global automo-

tive industry event on Monday. 

“For Silicon Valley, which com-

prises so many brilliant, creative, 

innovative people, they have a 

responsibility to educate the rest 

of the American public on the 

new technologies they’re think-

ing about, new technologies 

which are miles and miles ahead 

of most people’s understanding.” 

Click Here for More Info. 

Silicon Valley and the Trump 

administration already have an 

uneasy relationship. That’s not 

likely to change any time soon. 

Less than a week after Elon 

Musk stepped down from an 

administration economic advi-

sory board in response to the 

country’s withdrawal from the 

Paris climate accord, U.S. Trans-

portation Secretary Elaine Chao 

critiqued the Bay Area innova-
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“The pace of 

technology is coming 

so rapidly that 

consumers can’t take 

it all in, and they can’t 

absorb it all.”  

http://www.motortrend.com/news/mars-rover-concept-debuts-new-exhibit/
http://blog.caranddriver.com/from-detroit-transportation-secretary-delivers-message-to-silicon-valley/
https://www.forbes.com/forbes/welcome/?toURL=https://www.forbes.com/sites/bertelschmitt/2017/06/10/dieselgate-2-0-porsche-and-audi-caught-using-sophisticated-defeat-devices/&refURL=&referrer=


Fiat Chrysler diesel vehicles 

emitted pollution as much as 20 

times the legal limit, according 

to testing by the same research-

ers who first recorded the excess 

emissions in Volkswagen 

Group's diesel cheating scandal.  

The revelation from a West Vir-

ginia University laboratory sheds 

new light on the U.S. Justice 

Department’s allegations in a 

civil lawsuit last month that Fiat 

Chrysler Automobiles has used 

illegal "defeat devices," software 

that helps evade emissions tests. 

It comes amid growing concerns 

about the ability of diesel en-

gines to satisfy U.S. emissions 

limits and the extent to which 

automakers may be working to 

navigate around them. 

The West Virginia University’s 

Center for Alternative Fuels, 

Engines and Emissions stopped 

short of accusing Fiat Chrysler 

of emissions cheating, but said 

on-road tests of Jeep Grand 

Cherokee SUVs and Ram 1500 

pickups revealed nitrogen oxide 

levels at three to 20 times what is 

permitted by U.S. clean-air rules. 

Nitrogen oxide, or NOx, can cause 

smog and acid rain. 

Fiat Chrysler, in a statement, said it 

has asked for more information 

about how the study was conducted 

but "this testing appears to have 

been commissioned by a plaintiffs’ 

law firm for purposes of litigation." 

Click Here for More Info. 

mated truck subsidiary formerly 

known as Otto, is the latest in a 

series of high-profile projects 

meant to show off its autono-

mous vehicle expertise. Those 

include a pilot program with 

Uber's rideshare rival Lyft and a 

large-scale public rider program 

in Phoenix that’s giving hun-

Waymo, created to commercial-

ize Google’s self-driving tech-

nology, has turned its attention 

to heavy-duty trucks and is test-

ing its autonomous hardware and 

software on a Class-8 semi. 

The move by the Alphabet Inc. 

unit, which is locked in a legal 

fight with Uber and its auto-

dreds of residents access to self-

driving Pacifica Hybrid mini-

vans. Waymo also has a vehicle 

supply deal with FCA's Chrysler 

and is in talks with Honda to 

establish a technical partnership. 

Click Here for More Info. 

Fiat Chrysler Diesels Emit Excess Pollution, Researchers Say 

Alphabet's Waymo Adds Semi-Trucks To Its Driverless Vehicle 
Portfolio 

Ford's Master Plan to Rebuild its Business 

Review’ (BPR) meeting towards 

future product and strategy 

rather than weekly problem solv-

ing.  

Together with a senior manage-

ment overhaul and a clearer 

focus on communicating tech-

nology developments, Hackett 

will try to arrest Ford’s 40% 

share price decline, which 

prompted the end of Fields’ 

three-year reign as CEO, despite 

Ford forecasting profits this year of 

$9 billion (£6.95bn).  

“You have to look at the share price 

as the main driving force in this 

decision,” a source told Autocar. 

Fields is also said to have, in the 

eyes of the board, lost focus on the 

current business while attempting to 

turn Ford into a ‘mobility services’ 

company.  

Click Here for More Info. 

Ford is overhauling its manage-

ment and product planning to 

accelerate the arrival of new 

models – such as a Nissan Qash-

qai rival rival – and self-driving 

technology after the surprise 

departure of CEO Mark Fields. 

Jim Hackett, Fields’ replace-

ment, joined the Ford manage-

ment board four years ago. He is 

said to be refocusing the top 

management ‘Business Plan 
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Hackett said: “What 

One Ford doesn’t do 

as well is deal with a 

lot of complex 

strategies, with many 

elements.” 

http://europe.autonews.com/article/20170613/COPY/306139938/fiat-chrysler-diesels-emit-excess-pollution-researchers-say
http://www.autocarpro.in/news-international/fords-master-plan-rebuild-business-24948
https://www.forbes.com/sites/alanohnsman/2017/06/01/alphabets-waymo-is-testing-its-driverless-vehicle-tech-on-semi-trucks/


Tesla will deliver the "next big 

thing" in technology. Apple co-

founder Steve Wozniak believes 

this will be the case when the 

company he established with 

Steve Jobs used to be the most 

forward-thinking innovator. 

Wozniak told Bloomberg that 

Tesla founder Elon Musk is 

doing things no one has thought 

of yet and the company's risk 

will pay off in the future. He also 

said Musk has foresight when it 

comes to electric vehicles and 

self-driving or driverless cars. 

"They started with a car -- the 

Tesla Model S -- that made little 

sense in engineering terms in 

how much you have to build for 

what price and what the market 

will be," Wozniak said. "It was 

really built for Elon's own life. 

What car would he like?" he 

added, citing that this kind of 

thinking is how great innova-

tions are made. 

Reports say, however, that Apple 

has plans to delve into self-

driving car technology with Pro-

ject Titan, as per Apple Insider. 

It will be creating the system 

inside the car but the rest of its 

engineering, such as the power-

train, will be from an automaker 

partner. Apple also plans on 

working on an artificial intelli-

gence chip that can go into 

driverless cars. 

Click Here for More Info. 

from Venezuela in its South 

American results, but it does not 

necessarily signal that GM is 

pulling out of the country perma-

nently. GM has ceased opera-

tions and terminated its workers 

there while it appeals the plant 

seizure to Venezuela’s Supreme 

Court. 

General Motors said it would 

deconsolidate its operations in 

Venezuela, reducing global prof-

its by up to $100 million after 

the government seized GM’s 

plant there last month.  

The deconsolidation, announced 

Tuesday, means GM will no 

longer include earnings or losses 

GM’s deconsolidation of Vene-

zuela follows a similar move by 

Ford in that country two years 

ago. Ford’s action resulted in an 

$800 million charge. 

Click Here for More Info. 

Tesla Has 'Next Big Thing' In Tech, Says Apple's Steve Wozniak 

GM Expects $100 Million Hit to Profits From Venezuela Action 

Apple Is Working on Self-Driving Car Technology, Tim Cook 
Confirms 

autonomous systems, which he 

described as the “mother of all 

AI [artificial intelligence] pro-

jects.” 

In recent years, Apple was ru-

mored to have plans for a car 

manufacturing business. Then, 

after reports that the Cupertino, 

Calif., company had abandoned 

those plans, Bloomberg reported 

in October that Apple was shift-

ing its focus to developing an 

autonomous driving system that 

would give it the flexibility of 

working with other automakers 

or later revisiting the idea of 

building its own vehicle. 

Click Here for More Info. 

It’s official: Apple Inc. plans to 

develop technology that powers 

self-driving cars — and although 

it’s a relative latecomer to the 

increasingly competitive field, 

analysts say it’s not too late for 

the tech giant to make its mark 

there. 

In an interview with Bloomberg 

TV, Chief Executive Tim Cook 

said Apple is focusing on 
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“We’re not really saying 

from a product point of 

view what we will do, 

but we are being 

straightforward that it’s 

a core technology that 

we view as very 

important,” he said. 

http://www.autoworldnews.com/articles/38691/20170531/tesla-next-big-thing-tech-apples-steve-wozniak.htm
http://www.latimes.com/business/la-fi-hy-apple-self-driving-20170613-story.html
http://www.autonews.com/article/20170502/GLOBAL/170509951/gm-expects-$100-million-hit-to-profits-from-venezuela-action


At Tesla’s annual shareholder 

meeting this week, CEO Elon 

Musk discussed plans for new 

products, including the Model Y. 

Shown in this teaser image, the 

Model Y is expected to hit roads 

around 2019. 

Previously, the Model Y cross-

over was expected to sit on the 

same platform as the Model 3 

entry-level sedan. But now, 

Musk hints it will go in a differ-

ent direction. “There’s been 

some criticism we should sort of 

do it derived from the Model 3 

platform but I think actually we 

made a mistake in trying to de-

rive the Model X from the 

Model S platform,” he said at the 

meeting. “It would have been 

better to just design an SUV the 

way an SUV should be designed 

and design a sedan the way a 

sedan should be designed.” 

With production at the Fremont 

factory “bursting at the seams,” 

Musk said Model Y will require 

a new plant with a location that 

has yet to be determined. Manu-

facturing improvements can be 

achieved to build the vehicle in 

an entirely new way, and capital 

expenditures can be decreased 

by a factor of two from the 

Model 3. He also noted demand 

for the Model Y will probably 

exceed demand for the Model 3. 

Click Here for More Info. 

autonomous vehicle could look 

like. It made its debut alongside 

the Saab-based all-electric 

NEVS 9-3 sedan and 9-3X 

wagon. 

NEVS sees the electric InMotion 

serving as a form of public trans-

portation and not as a vehicle to 

National Electric Vehicle Swe-

den, or NEVS, isn’t just an auto-

mobile company, it’s 

a mobility company. And in 

planning for the future of mobil-

ity, NEVS unveiled the InMo-

tion concept at CES Asia in 

Shanghai. The self-driving con-

cept previews what a Level 5 

be purchased for personal use. 

To give users a personal experi-

ence, the concept is tied in to a 

mobile-phone application that is 

able to store each user’s personal 

settings for his or her InMotion 

ride.  

Click Here for More Info. 

Tesla Model Y Teased 

NEVS Unveils Autonomous-Car Concept at CES Asia 

New 2018 Volkswagen Polo revealed 

show, the new Polo will be pro-

duced in five-door hatchback 

form only, with buyers offered 

the choice of up to six engines – 

the most powerful being a range-

topping 2.0-litre four-cylinder 

turbo-petrol unit good for 200hp 

powering the GTi model. 

Based around the German car-

maker’s MQB A0 platform – the 

old car was underpinned by 

VW’s PQ25 platform, the new 

Volkswagen has grown quite 

significantly. Measuring in at 

4,053mm in length, 1,7511mm 

in width and 1,446mm in height, 

it is 81mm longer, 63mm wider 

and 7mm lower than its prede-

cessor. The wheelbase too is 

now 94mm longer at 2,564mm.   

Click Here for More Info. 

Volkswagen has unveiled the 

new sixth-generation Polo at a 

media reception held at its 

Wolfsburg headquarters in Ger-

many. The all-new hatchback is 

an outwardly larger, significantly 

roomier and more technically 

sophisticated model than today’s 

eight-year-old car. 

Set to make its public debut at 

the upcoming Frankfurt motor 
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“With the Vision Jet, you can fly 

farther, faster, higher, carrying 

more people and cargo. That’s 

what it’s all about.” That’s how 

Dale Klapmeier, co-Founder & 

Chief Executive Officer of Cir-

rus Aircraft, describes the Du-

luth, Minnesota-based aircraft 

manufacturer’s new Vision Jet. 

At $1.96 million, the Vision Jet 

has been explicitly designed for 

private ownership. It’s the most 

affordable private jet on the 

market today, and is about half 

the price of its nearest competi-

tor. The aircraft, which has been 

a decade in the making, was 

recently granted FAA certifica-

tion, and Cirrus is ramping up 

both production and deliveries. 

Unsurprisingly, there’s a great 

deal of demand. 

David Martin, CEO of the award

-winning design agency Fan-

tasy and a regular Cirrus pilot, 

gave me his thoughts on Cir-

rus' newest jet. "Am I excited 

about the Vision Jet? Many of us 

have been waiting in anticipation 

for years. Cirrus has created an 

outstanding piston product, so 

we are left with immense excite-

ment at what they can do for 

those looking to take a step from 

that." 

Click Here for More Info. 

was rolled out in June 2016 and 

its first flight is expected this 

year. It will be offered in two 

variants, namely MC-21-200 and 

MC-21-300. Incorporating two 

engines, the aircraft will be a 

short to mid-range jet airliner 

with a capacity between 132 and 

212 passengers. 

The wingspan of MC-21 aircraft 

Irkut Corporation, a member of 

United Aircraft Corporation 

(UAC), is manufacturing the MC

-21 short/medium-range passen-

ger aircraft at its Irkutsk Avia-

tion Plant in Russia. Irkut is 

developing the aircraft through 

its design and engineering unit, 

Yakovlev Engineering Centre. 

The MC-21 passenger aircraft 

will be 35.9m. The length will be 

36.8m for the MC-21-200 and 

42.2m for the MC-21-300. The 

MC-21-300 aircraft is expected 

to be 2.8m longer than Boeing 

737 Max 8 and 4.7m longer than 

Airbus A320. 

Click Here for More Info. 

At $1.96 Million, The Cirrus Vision is the Most Affordable Private Jet 
in the World 

Irkut MC-21 Aircraft, Russia  

Honda Aircraft Company receives Transport Canada type certification for HondaJet 

support to its customers in Can-

ada, where it currently operates 

facilities in Montreal, Toronto, 

Calgary and Ottawa. 

Honda Aircraft Company presi-

dent and CEO Michimasa Fujino 

said: “With multiple orders in 

the pipeline, achieving this im-

portant milestone will now allow 

us to begin HondaJet deliveries 

to our Canadian registration 

customers.” 

Before receiving the Transport 

Canada approval, HondaJet has 

secured type certification ap-

proval from the US Federal 

Aviation Administration (FAA), 

European Aviation Safety 

Agency (EASA), and Mexico’s 

Directorate General of Civil 

Aviation.   

Click Here for More Info. 

Honda Aircraft Company has 

secured a type certification from 

Transport Canada for its Honda-

Jet airplane. 

The certification has enabled the 

manufacturer to deliver the air-

craft to its Canadian registration 

customers. 

Honda Aircraft Company has 

already partnered with Skyser-

vice to offer sales, service and 
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Nasa Washington Science Mission Director-

ate associate administrator Thomas Zur-

buchen said: “This is the first time Nasa has 

named a spacecraft for a living individual. 

“It’s a testament to the importance of his body 

of work, founding a new field of science that 

also inspired my own research and many im-

portant science questions Nasa continues to 

study and further understand every day.” 

In the 1950s, Parker predicted the existence of 

solar wind. According to him, an entire com-

plex system of plasmas, magnetic fields and 

energetic particles compose the phenomenon 

of solar wind. 

Nasa has unveiled its plan to launch a mission 

to the Sun next year, in order to study the 

star’s atmosphere and answer questions about 

perplexed solar physics. 

Marking the world’s first probe to the Sun, the 

proposed mission is part of Nasa’s Living 

With a Star (LWS) programme to explore 

aspects of the sun-Earth system that directly 

affect life and society. The programme is 

managed by the agency’s Goddard Space 

Flight Centre. 

Nasa has renamed the mission as Parker Solar 

Probe in honour of astrophysicist Eugene 

Parker. 

Parker said: “The solar probe is going to a 

region of space that has never been explored 

before. 

Click Here for More Info. 

Nasa to launch mission to the Sun next year 

“The solar probe is going to a region of 
space that has never been explored be-
fore." 

www.effectualservices.com 

http://www.aerospace-technology.com/news/newsnasa-to-launch-mission-to-sun-next-year-5832190

